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Here are Florine’s  
answers:
‘If you take someone’s life, you deserve to  
have yours taken.’ Discuss. 
The Catholic Church believes that in some cases 
Capital Punishment could, possibly, be allowed 
when innocent people cannot be protected in any 
other way. However not all Christians agree with 
that. Many Christians believe that Jesus taught 
forgiveness, love and kindness. That means a 
criminal who has committed murder should get 
punished for example by losing their freedom by 
going to prison, but should not be killed. 
Some Christians in fact believe capital 
punishment is a form of murder because it says 
in one of the Ten Commandments, ‘Do not kill’. 
Some Christians disagree. They say the death 
penalty is deserved sometimes. They believe in 
retribution, ‘an eye for an eye’, as it says in the 
Old Testament. If you take someone’s else’s life, 
yours should be taken too.  

They may also agree with the statement because 
why should we pay taxes to keep murderers 
alive? However, most Christians believe that 
killing a criminal will not bring justice to a victim’s 
family because killing someone else does not 
bring back your loved one. 
My conclusion is that I do not agree with the 
statement. This is because capital punishment is 
also murder. Who gave the government the right 
to kill criminal if he/she could be reformed. God 
can change anyone’s soul, no matter how evil 
they are. 
Do you agree or disagree with Florine 
about capital punishment? Write to the 
Pinnacle to share your views!

Florine Fuchss wrote a 
superb response to a 12-mark 
question in her recent end of 
Year 9 Religious Studies exam. 
Her answer shows a clear 
understanding of the issue, 
strong knowledge of different 
Christian perspectives and is 
thoughtfully expressed. This 
was especially impressive 
when completed under exam 
conditions and with GCSE 
style questions. No wonder 
she achieved a superb 93% 
overall in her exam!

 An eye f� an eye?
Year 9Fl� ine Fuchss

Magical

Maths
Earlier this term, a group of Year 
10 and 11 pupils set off for a 
day of Maths Inspiration at the 
Mathematics Institute, Warwick 
University. Here is Izzy Nelson’s 
account of the experience:

Izzy Nels� 
Year 10

Following a welcoming speech by Dr Emily Grossman, our group began with 
an ‘introduction to game theory’, with some mind games that we had to play 
and try to win, later looking into depth at the logical ways to win every time. 
This included solutions to commonly known problems such as the Prisoner’s 
Dilemma.
The next workshop for our group was a look into SynBio: an introduction and 
ethical discussion on synthetic biology. This involved the seemingly futuristic 
idea of modifying and tampering with DNA in 
animals and plants to help with real life situations. 
This could include anything from bringing back the 
woolly mammoth to creating glow-in-the-dark plants 
to replace street lights. We had some interesting 
ethical arguments where each individual was able to 
express the reasons behind their opinion on whether 
each creation was a good or bad idea. It really allowed us to see the different 
views of others our age on scenarios that could become real in the near future.
Our final workshop after lunch was on Japanese grid puzzles where we spent 
the session learning how to solve a nonogram – similar to Sudoku but more 
time consuming and puzzling! The other group took part in a workshop called 
‘Magical Maths’ where they learnt ‘magic tricks’ 
that used complex Maths. This included a ‘mind 
reading’ trick where mathematician, Ben Sparks, 
asked Carys to think of one of the shapes 
shown on the board and say it out loud. A 
video then played, giving the same shape that 
she had chosen. Carys was successful with 
this magical mind reading a number of times. 
Overall, the whole day was a fun and interactive 
experience with the experts from the University 
of Warwick that each of us thoroughly enjoyed. 
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This season has been fast a furious with the term 
being so short and events coming up quickly. 
Gaining Warwickshire selection for the Combined 
Events was great, but it didn't match the events at 
Alexander Stadium. We went there for the Midlands 
ISA and I came 2nd in the long jump, won the 
100m and won the relay for Princethorpe. Three 
weeks later I was back to the Nationals where I 
represented the Midlands coming 4th in 100m and 
2nd in the relay with the Princethorpe Year 9 girls 
team. The facilities are amazing and knowing that 
both events may not be there again in the future due 
to the Commonwealth Games facility development 
programme made it even more special. 
In the long term though, I want to be a footballer, 
that's my passion. I recently took part in the ISFA 
U15 Girls Regional Representative Football Festival 
and my team won the tournament! I hope this 
might mean that I can trial for the national team. 
Life is so busy and there is so much to do, but I 
just love it. I'm really lucky that my parents are so 
supportive and ferry me around everywhere. I would 
not be able to do half as much if it wasn't for their 
commitment and support’. 

 Molly Wincott-Thomas’  
sporting year 2018/19: 

Football
Rugby Town: Cup winners and 3rd in the league 
Leicester City FC: League winners and 
scouted by RTC  
Birmingham City (tier 1 U16): 
successful after 3 trials and have been 
invited to 6 week trial even though I am 
U14 
ISFA Girls: played for the Midlands/
North in the regional festival and 
selected to the ISFA National squad. 
Athletics
4th in Warwickshire at Combined Events 
1st in the Midlands ISA at 100m, relay and 2nd 
at Long Jump 
4th in the 100m and 2nd in the Relay at 
Nationals ISA.
Netball
2nd in National ISA 
Hockey
Unbeaten for Princethorpe this season. Year 9M� ly Winco� -Th� as

3



amazing

Howzat!

Y9
Ben Dyble 
selected for 

Oxfordshire U14 

Upper sixth

Caitlin Scully

Following our annual Summer Art, Photography 

 and Design Show, here is a small sample of  

the superb work this year’s GCSE and A-level  

pupils have produced.  

Congratulations everyone, an outstanding display.

Upper sixth
Alys McWilliams

Ge gia Astley
Upper sixth

Year 11

Damien C
 ie 

Year 11Elyse Hyland

Upper sixth

Ge g
ina Glassp� l

Year 11Elsa Isaacs 

lower sixth
Rennie-GaskinAraminta 
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